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Displaying Special Symbols and International Characters Using 
Extended ASCII Fonts on the QTERM-K65

The QTERM-K65 and the FormBuilder software
support fonts with up to 256 characters. Typically
the “lower” 128 characters of a font are the ASCII
character set. The “upper” 128, or extended charac-
ter set, provides  foreign  characters and special
symbols.

The QTERM-K65 ships with three font sizes: 5x7
(DF or default font), 5x11 and 8x16. These three
fonts support the standard ASCII character set but
do not support the extended character set. We have
now developed three new fonts with support for all
256 characters:

   5x7ext.gcm 5 pixels wide by 7 pixels high
   5x11ext.gcm 5 pixels wide by 11 pixels high
   8x16ext.gcm 8 pixels wide by 16 pixels high

Each of these fonts contain the standard ASCII char-
acter set (lower 128) as well as additional interna-
tional characters and symbols (upper 128). 

Using Fonts in Your Workspace

To use an extended font to create a form in Form-
Builder you must import the font into the project
workspace and then use the font in the creation of
your form.

Font Import (section 4.2.1 in the FormBuilder
manual) 

• Select Fonts from the View menu while in the
root form of your FormBuilder workspace.

• Select the desired font from the View Fonts dia-
log box and select Add. If no fonts are listed
check the \Example Files\Graphics folder. 

• If you were unable to see new fonts listed in the
dialog box you likely have a version of Form-
builder prior to 1.0.0.4 and should download a
new copy of the software from our website
www.qsicorp.com. 

Font Use To make use of the international charac-
ters and symbols you must change the properties of
the text box (section 4.5.1 of the FormBuilder man-
ual). 

• Right click on the text box that will contain the
extended character(s) and choose Object Proper-
ties from the menu to bring up the text properties.

• Select a font in the Font field that supports inter-
national characters and symbols.

• Type the desired text into the Data field of the
Text Properties box.

• To insert an international character into your text,
hold down the Alt key on your keyboard and type
the 0xxx number on the numeric keypad located
on the right side of your keyboard. Where xxx is
the numerical value of the character you wish to
insert. (See the Extended ASCII chart in Table 1).
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NOTE: You must use the keys on your numeric
keypad to enter in this number. It is important
to type in the 0 before entering the number of
the character or else Windows will insert a dif-
ferent character.

It is also possible to type international charac-
ters by choosing a different keyboard layout for
your computer. To do this open the Start Menu
on your computer and select Settings then Con-
trol Panel. Double click the Keyboard icon and
select the Language tab. Click on the button
labeled Add and select the desired language

then click on the Apply button. An icon should
appear on the task bar indicating the current
keyboard configuration. Click on this icon to
choose which keyboard configuration to use. 

The keyboard my behave very differently than
usual when using foreign keyboard configura-
tions, this is normal.

To return to your default keyboard configura-
tion, simply click on the keyboard configura-
tion indicator on the task bar and select the
original keyboard configuration.
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Table 1. The Extended ASCII Character Set


